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RENEWABLE ENERGY 

Motion 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [4.09 pm]: I move — 

That this house calls on the government to stop taking a half-hearted approach to encouraging and 
supporting the development and uptake of renewable energy sources and to take immediate steps to 
make sure that Western Australia is at the cutting edge of the use of wind, solar, geothermal, wave and 
tidal power. 

I remind members that when this motion was put on the notice paper in November last year, the government had 
just started to put in its responses for the strategic energy initiative. I know that Minister Collier has been waiting 
with great excitement to respond to this motion. I know that I have only a few minutes to start this debate today, 
and we will come back to it next week when we will look forward to other members in this chamber engaging in 
the debate. We know that Western Australia has the best potential mix of renewables of probably all the other 
states in Australia. Although this issue may not have been canvassed extensively 10 or 15 years ago, everyone 
now seems to talk about all different manner of renewables. They are talking not just about the potential; they 
are talking about what is happening now. I want to go through a whole range of matters, not just talk about what 
has happened. I acknowledge to the minister that a number of projects have commenced in this state that tap into 
various types of renewables. When I next have the opportunity, I will go through some of those projects in detail, 
and I will talk about the state government’s engagement with those projects, some of the issues that arise from 
the projects, and the need for the government to articulate a clear plan for how it will place a diversified range of 
renewable projects around the state. 

When I first considered this motion, I thought back to my experience in the retail industry. We used to talk about 
the Sussan principle. Many members will have seen the advertisement. I think I have talked about this issue 
previously—this goes with this goes with that. I think that can be applied to a whole lot of things in life. It can be 
applied to this motion in how renewables fit into the mix of energy sources in this state, how the government has 
a plan to incorporate it as part of the everyday energy resource, and how it deals with the issues that arise from 
these types of energy resources tapping into the grid. 

The point that needs to be made is that although people have always talked about renewable energy being an 
alternative form of energy, both businesses and the community have engaged so thoroughly and so 
enthusiastically that we are now at the point at which it is becoming much more part of our mainstream thinking 
about how we find and use energy. When I revisited this motion during the break, I thought, “How will we work 
through this and how will we talk to the government about what it is doing?” I know that the minister will get up 
and do his normal song-and-dance routine about all the wonderful things that the government has been doing and 
how we have got it all wrong and the government is on track. Then the minister dropped an absolute gift on 1 
August when he cut out the feed-in tariff. There has been an enormous response from both the community and 
the businesses involved in the solar panel industry because the government has mismanaged the feed-in tariff 
from its inception to its conclusion, and I will talk about that in detail next week. I note with interest that the 
Premier was interviewed on 6PR today. The Premier probably has a different approach to how energy resources 
should be found. We find that he is very much a gas man; that seems to be his preferred option of resource. I am 
pretty sure there is a Rolling Stones song that applies to the Premier. I am not too sure whether it goes something 
like “It’s a gas, gas, gas”, but whenever I hear him talk about those issues, it comes to mind. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Satisfaction perhaps? 

Hon KATE DOUST: No, that is not the song I would apply to the Premier. I have only another few seconds 
before members all jolly off to afternoon tea. I note that today on 6PR the Premier said that the government did 
not abandon the solar feed-in tariff; it suspended it. That is the spin that this government puts on everything. It 
cancels and cuts back and the Premier always says, “No, we didn’t do that; we just suspended it.” So it is just 
hanging out there in the aether. I just wanted to mention that, and I will talk about that issue in more detail next 
week. I will also talk about some of the gaps in the area of renewables in our state and some of the areas that I 
think the government needs to address. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to temporary orders. 
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